Henry Wolfgang Braeutigam

Henry Braeubigam --—--=------ March 9, 1874 to October 26, 1946
Married: December 3, 1895
Jlara Gold -====- “mmewm———s April 12, 1874 to December 24, 1963

(  Children:
Hortense Ci ------ September 25, 1896 to

Egon Hy =mwre==m=-==-- January 8, 1898 to
0llie Be mmmmmm-==cmem dugust 1, 1901 to -
Viola A, “““"ff'“; ~~~~~~ May 20, 1903 to
Blwin We =—wemecee-— ~-- November 16, 1905 to
Raymond H, we=m=meeocee———— - June 2, 1913 to
Harold J, ===-m=m--=z=--= July 18, 1915 %o




Henry W. Braeutigam

Henry W. Braeutigam E _
Born: March 9, 1874 Rl
Died: October 26, 1946 )
Marrieds Decembef 3,.1895. '
To: Clara (old '
T Born: April 17, IBTHA T
Died: December 24, 1963

A, Hortense C,
Born; September 25, 1896
Died: L e
Marrieds: Ochtober 22, 1922
T.O& F}d Qrd. LTo .LOy 3 :
Born: July 21, 1891
Dleo°'daauary 10, 19&7
1. Bdward James Foy, JI. -
Born: September 6, 1923
Dleds .
Married: August ’ 1946,“
Tog Em1¢y Herrin
Borns January 16,
Dieds
a. Leslie Ann Foy . o
Born: October 1, 1958
Dieds -
b. Kathryn Foy
Born: October.17,. 1962
Dieds

2. John Henry Foy--
Born: . Tecember 18 1928
Died:
Married: January 28 1956
© To: Betty Sue! Swann
Born: November 17, 1930
Died:
a. Jami Sue Foy
.Born: February 24, 1958
Dieds
b. Jack Elliot Foy
Born: October 13, 1959

Died:
By Bgon H.
Born: January 8, 1898
Died: -

Married: June 16, 1937
To: Mayme Damlana
Born: December 6, 1905
Died:s
1, Dennis Egon Braeutigam
Born: September 17, 1942
Dieds
Married: May 23, 1964
To: Mary Irene Berge
Born: October 19, 1943
Died:
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as Richard Egon Braeutlgam
Born: February 15, 1965
Died:

b. Beth Ann Braesutigam
Born: March 16 1969

Died:
C., 01llie E. 3
Born: August 1, 1901
Died:

Married: June 21, 1930
To: Francis H. Nichols
Born:® November 24, 1903
Dieds
l. Carolyn Elizabeth Nlohols
Born: February 23, 1931
Died:
Married: May 28, 1950
To: Donald Morgan
Born: October 2, 1929
o Died:
- a, Rodney Blake Morgan
Born: February 20, 1951
Died:
b. Larry Grant Morgan
Born: May 1, 1954
Died:
¢c. Lance Avery Morgan
Born: May 31, 1963
Died:

I, Viola A,
Born: May 20, 1903
Tied: ’
Married: February 24, 19390
To: Robert F. Krueger
Born: December 1, 1900
Died:
1.+ Carolyn Christine Krueger
Born,rAugust 5, 1936
Died:
Married: December 15,. 1953
To: David F, Rice
Born: November 5, 1936
8. Robert David Rice
Born: July 20, 1954
Died:
be James Allen Rice
Born: July 15, 1955
Died:s .
Cea Franklln Dav1d Rice
Born: August 19, 1956
Died:
d. Christine Marie Rice
Born: May 16, 1958
Died:




" Henry . Braemgsm

Ee Gynthla Kav Rice . -
“Borns October 12, 1959
Died:

f. Bharon . Kaye Rlce -

Born: May 92y 1963

Dieds
B. Edwin W.
Born: November 16, 1905
Died:

Married: February 2? 1939
To: Lillie Oroawelge '
Bornd January 15, 1919,
Died:.
1., Jane Evon Braéutlgam
Born: June- 24, 1942
Died:
Married: ADrLl 27, 1963?
. To: Delberﬁ Oehler -
. Born: July 11, 1942

Died:
a. DaV1d Dean Oehler Do Bryan Thomas. Oehlexn
“Borm: “July 28, 1966 Born: July 23, 1970

Died: - Died:
2. Don Edwin Braeutlgam :
Born: December 26 1947
Died:
F. Raymond H. '
Born: dJune 2, 1915
Died:
Married: November 12, 1941 ] e
To: Irene Baag o
Born: August 23,»1916
Died: ’
1. Raynette.Irene B“aeutlgam
Born: Ottober 5, 1944 :
Died: g )
Married: “December 29, 1963
To: Charlés Lee Kuenemann .
Born: January 11, 1941
a. Karl Keith Kuenemann: - .
e Born°-Oct@ber 14, 1967
"o Dieds *

G. Harold J.
Born: July 18, 1915 A '
Died: e .
Married: July 14, 1940 ‘
To: Olivia Denman_m 4
Borm: October 11 1918
Dieds -+t -
1. Peggy Jean Braeutlvam o
Born: September 2, 1948 ..
Died: : R



History:of Henry Wolfgang Braeutigam

- “Henry Wolfgang Braeutigam was born March 9, 1874, a short dis-
tance east of Fredericksburg, better known-as an abandoiied United
States Army Post, Fort Martin Scott. His parents were John Wolfgang
Braeutigam- and Christine Kensing Braeutigam who hed acquired this
.property and converted part of the Post. into a store,. saloon. and

' amusement center. It was called "Braeutigem's Garten" aind it was at

this site that -the first County Pair in the state was. held. Henry
- was the youngest of eleven children, G T

Tragedy struck the family when Henry was.only ten years old.
His father being alone in his place of busingss, was approached by one
of four-men who came in for drinks, As he started to serve . them, one
of the men pulled a gun and asked for the money which was képt under
- the counter. John W. Braeutigam being a very brave man reached for

:j'hiS“gun, but the robber was too fast and . shot him instead. Henry

At must

" wag the first person to come upon the scene and -what a sight
‘have been to see his father lying in -a.pool ¢Ff blood. 70

- Mrs. Braeutigam and family carried on the business for a while

Y after this terrible tragedy,: later leaged .it to others, howéver it was.

- discontinued after the children married and acquired their ¢wh places,

The mother, Mrs. Christine- Braeutigam, made her home with Henry
-+who- became the owner 6f this part of the-estate.. On December 3, 1895
“ he married.Miss. Clara Gold, daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Gold of

_ the Rheingold Community 91 Gillespie County, - The mother ¢ontinued to
- make her home with her son and daughter-in~-law.for twenty-seven years.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry W, Braeutigam were blessed with se;en
children, three daughters and four sons. c

Henry Braeutigam was a prominent stock farmer; he loved all
livestock. He was especlally fond of horses and the best were not too
good for him. Several carriage and saddle horses were maintained all
the time., At one time he was the owner of a beautiful sorrel horse.
This horse ran and won a Gillespie County race and later sold as &
polo horse. As the children became of school age and living a few
miles from the public school in Fredericksburg, a good saddle horse
and later a trotting horse and buggy were provided for their
transportation.

More land was put in cultivation and crops consisted of cotton,
corn and several varieties of small graln. One of the first orchards
was put in by Mr. and Mrs. Brasutigam. In later years, Mr. Braeutigam
acquired a 1,029 acre ranch, part of which lay in Gillespie County
and part in Kerr County. This was stocked with sheep, goats and
cattle., Due to the distance angd inconvenience, it being about
twenty-five miles from his home, this property was sold several years
after he had acquired it, '

As a younger man, Mr, Braeutigam hauled freight from Comfort
and Waring, Texas, for the Fredericksburg merchants. This called
for a good wagon and from four to six horses, Roads were rough and
especlally so in the winter time when they were covered with mud,




History of Henry Wolfgang Braeutigam

sleet and snow., Many times he had to walk with the horses to keep
them g01ng and himself Walrm.,

Aside from farmlng and ranchlng ‘he loved to hunt and fish and
very few seasons went by without getting his quota of deer and
turkey. His family looked forward to his return from hunting trips
as venlison and turkey were good eating and no one was a better cook
in preparing food than Mrs., Braeutigam, whose goal in life was not
only to be a good cook, but a good homemaker, She also assisted
with many chores on the farm. Chickens and turkeys were raised and
turkeys especlially were a great asset financially., A herd of Jersey
cows added greatly.to the 1ncome of the farm by supplying cream and
milk to the local dairies.

.Both Henry and Clara’ Braeutigam were members of Bethany Iutheran
Church, both belng baptized and “onf1rmed in- the Tutheran Church.
Mr, Braecutigam was an active member of the Fredericksburg Casino
Club, a local social club which was 1ater discontinued, He was also
a member . .of the Woodmen of the World Lodge., He enjoyed good music
and singing and did a good job playing the pilano and accordian by
ear. Very often he entertained his family by playing the harmonica,

After Mr., Braeutigam passed away October 26, 1946, Mrs.
Braeutigam remained living on the home place with her son Raymond and
family until she sold it to the city of Fredericksburg in July of
1959. She then lived with her daughter Hortense B, Foy in San
Antonio for several years. After a lingering illness she passed
away in Fredericksburg at the age of 89 years. She was born-

April 12, 1874 and died December 24, 1963,



Hortense Cora Braeutigam Foy

Hortense C. Braeutigam, the first child of Henry W. and Clara
Gold Braeutigam, was born September 25, 1896, a few miles east of
Fredericksburg,. Texas, .on the site known as Fort Martin Scott which
the grandparents John Wolfgang and Christine Kensing Braeubtigam had
bought from the U, 8. Government in 1870, - Hox tense has many Dleasaat
wemories while living at the home place, There were Lot of activities,
always many vislitors and the first place everybody wanted to go was
the Barons Creek, a beautiful strean with clear running water and
beautiful sandy beach dlreotlf in back of the house.”

Hortense attended the first year of school in Rheingold, Texas,
where she lived with her grandparents, the late Jacob and Elizabeth
Habenicht Gold. - She walked through the woods dressed in red and
carried her 1unca 1r a small tin pail. The following year her
grandparents moved to Predericksburg and she attended pvbllo school
in town., The following several years she.and her brother Egon had
the pleasure of riding horseback to school,., ILater she atteaaed
St. dnthony's Business College. Attended Sunday School and ohuroh
and was confirmed in Bebl”ﬂj Lutheran Church. "

' During the latter part of World War I, she came to San Antonio
and was employed as a 01v11 Service enplovee at Ft. Sam Houstone
She held this position until her marriage to Edward James Foy
October 22, 1922, in Bethany Iutheran Oavrca in Fredericksburg. He
was born JulJ 21, 1891, in Cleveland, Ohio., He was employed by

the Southern Pacific Railroad for 33 years where he served in
numerous capacities until his assignment as Assistant Cashier, a
vosition he held until his death in 1947, T

, Tvo sons were born to.thls union, Edward Jemes, Jr. born Sep-
tember 653 1923 and John Henry born December 18, 1928,

A few years after her husband's de%ihg she was employed as”
personal shopper and cashier in the shopper's service departuent of
- Joske's of Texas. She remained in this position until she retired
in 1958 .

She is an active member of Highland Park Iutheran Church
Women of the Church, Lutheran Hospital Auxiliary, Highland Park
Garden Study Group and San Antonio Charter Member of the An*iliary
of Aamlral Ylm1bz Memorial Museum of Frederichksburg. he ma;es her
home at 318 Zast Drexel Avenue, San ‘Antonio.

r . Edward James, Jr., abttended Plghlanq Park Element arJ School and
graduated from Brackenridge High School in San Antonio, He was
conflrmea in Highland Park Lutheran Church. He entered A & 1M College
. for a brief period only rwan Uncle Sam called him into service in
World War II. He served in the Buropean Theater for 3 years and

won 4 battle stars. After he returned to the states he attended

the University of Texas and received his B. A. degree, his major
being Economics, He was very active on the campus and received ma
honors, He was chosen a member of the Friars, the Economics. Clvb;
2 member of the Students. Grievance Commlttee, Student Regent -
Tiaison Committee and. obhers. In August 1948, he was married ¥o
Miss BEmily. Herrin of Ft. Worth, They have two daughters, Leslie
Ann, born October 1, 1958 and Kathryn Elizabeth born October 17,
1962, They mﬂlnﬁuiﬁ & home in Sprlﬂ.fleld Virginia., ZFdward is
with the Department of State and at this time he is doing Foreign
Service and he and his family live in Nairobe, Africa, ’

John Henry also attended Highland Park Elementary School anmd
graduated from Brackenridge High School, He was confirmed in ’
~H1@hlana Park Lutheran Church, He attended San Antonio College and




Hortense Cora Braeutigam Foy

later the University of Texas for a brief period. He jolumed the
Marine Corps and after a few months training was sent Lo Korea where
he..gerved 2 years., After his return to the statep he returned to
the University of Texas and received his B. ‘A. degreey majoring in
Education and Sociology. He married Betty Sue Swann in Austin, Texas
in 1956, The couple has two children, a daughter Jami Suerborn
Pebruary 24, 1958 and a son Jack Elliot, bhora October 13, 1959,

They make their home in Bryan, Texas where John is a Field
Representative for Social Security Administration. Both John and

Sug are active in church and civic affairs, leaders in-scouting

and active mewbers in the Parent aund - Teache¥s agsociation,

Egon.H., Braeutigam

Egon He. Braeutigam-was born January 8, 1898 the son of Henry
We and Clara Gold Braeutigam - the second oldest of seven children,
His place of birth was at the former site of Ft. Martin Scott on
the banks of the beautiful Barons Creek, which winds 1ts way through
he eastern portion of the farm and rench, The creek with its
wnite sand and small-fish was the fun place of all the children
and friends. UNow that was long before pollution set in due %o
inadequate sewerage system., He also likes to boasgt about one of
the oldest live.oak trees which measures seventeen feet in
circumference in the front of their old home. ‘
. His education started in Rheingold, Texas in & one room school
‘house., He' 'and his sister Horteunse stayed with theilr grandparents
- Mr, and Mfs., Jacob Gold. After several months the grandparents
sold their farm and moved to Fredericksburg and both Egon and
Hortense attended school in the Predericksburg public School, riding
horseback two and one half miles every day rain or shine, Ag years
went by more sisters and brothers became of school age aind Dad
-provided them with a zood horse and buggy. ILater he attended and
graduated from 8t. Anthony's Business College in 1917. After
graduation, He accepted a job with Gold and Rhodius General
Merchandise Store, which also included the post office in Converse,
Texas, Jjust a short distance from the now famous Randolph Alr Pleld.
World War One was on and help on the farms wasg hard to get.
-Egon decided to help hig father with his farm and ranch work during
. the summer, In December, 1919 Mr. P, J. Maier at the Daylight Store
asked him to help out in the grocery store during .the Christmas
season, After Christmas Mr. Haler was in need of a bookkeeper in
~.his dry goods store, which was call The Daylight Store. BEgon
accepted the position as bookkeenper and assisted asg salesman in his
spare time. He worked for ilr, Maier until he sold out and retired.
The bank of Fredericksburg knew of Mr, Maier's plans and
persuaded Egon to start work with them., Mr, Temple D, Smith, Mr.
Adolph Gold and Mr. Albert Koennecke were the executives., Wages
cwere low and cotlton prices were up to 30¢ perpound and after several
- months of banking he left the bank to help his father with duties
.%o raise cotton on the farm and help look after his interests on the
ranch, All this looked good at the beginning but before cotton was
.-picked the price dropped to 12¢ per pound. ..This was a blow to the
farmers after paying high wages for Dringing the cxdp to maturiiy.
. As luck would have it, a man by the name of Fred W. Geyer came
up from San Antonio to hunt deer and after knowing his qualifications,



Egon H. Braeutigam

agked him to come and do his bYookkeeping and other office dutiess

He served in this capacity for several years when an onéning
presented itself with Kolmeier and Klier, a prominent hardware store
in Fredericksburg where he served for several years as bookkeeper
and assistant salesman.,

In 1927 Bgon's good friends Mr. and Mrs. George Kott of
California, who made their summer visit to Texas rersuaded him to
Come to California with them., He had just purchased a new 1927
Model T Ford Roadster and after a week long trip arrived in
San Diego. Then.on to Los Angeles where he stayed with the Kotts.
After being in Califoruia for several days, he applled for a Job as
bookkeeper with The Tew York Life Insurance Company on dAugust 1,
1927 and continued with that job for a year then was transferred %o
premium collections as teller,

He married Mayme Damiana in 1937 and they have one son, Dennis,
who lives in Ban Gabriel, Califorwia, They are members of Christ
Lutheran Church in Monterey Park, California.

The New York ILife Business grew by leaps and bouzds to the
extent that the office was dilvided and he asked for a transfer Lo the
new lrcadia office close to the Santa Anite Race Track. He served
there in various capacitied until he vetired in January of 1963,
Their home is in Alhambra, California.

0llie BE. Braeubtigam

O0llie E. Braeutigam, the third child of Henry and Clara Gold
Braeutigam, was born fugust 1, 1901, at the home of her parents on
a stock farm a few miles east of Fredericksburz. She atbttended the
Fredericksburg Public School and later the Alamo City Business
College in San fntonio, After completing her courses she was employed
by the Sommers Drug Stores Company in their zeneral office in down-
town Ban Antonio and remained with this company until her wmarriage
to Francls Nichols in 1930. 4 native of ilexandria, Virginia, he
was a sales representative for the United States Rubber Company
for the state of Texas, They are the parents of one dauvghter,
Carolyn Elizabeth, born Februvary 23, 1931 in San ~sntonio, Texag,
During World Var II, the family moved to Fredericksburg where
Carolyn attended school and ollie was the local librarian, the
library and wmuseum then located in the Vereins Kirche, A4After two
years as librarian, the opportunity presented itself for an office
poslition with Blum YWarehouse and Storage Company and she remalined
with this company until Carolyn finished high school and the family
woved back to San Lntonlo. Shortly after moving to San Antonio,
0llie agaln went to work for the Sommers Druf Stores Company which
had expanded considerably and held the position as assistant credit
manager for fourteen years, In 1962 she was ewploved as office manager
in the van Hardeveld Uniform Center until her retirement in 1968,
They now make their home in Fredericksburg,
4fter high school and secretarial training, Carolyn soon became
a career zirl in iustin, Texas with positions in insurance and law
offices, For the last four years she has been an employee in the
Regional office of Internal Revenue. She married Donald Morgan;,
store manager in a leading Justin men's store, 1n 1950, Three sons
were vorn to this union. Rodney Blake, born February 20, 1951;
Larry Grant, born May 1, 1954 end Lance Avery, born May 3] 1953,




Rodnej ig a graduate of Travis High Sopool and is a first year
studént in the Univewrsity of Texas, Larry is a sopmomore in
Travis High aund Lance a Llrst~graaer in Travis Hel hig Elenenﬁarj.

Viola 4L, Braeutigam s

Viola A4, Braeuulﬁam, third daﬂghter of Henry and Clara Gold
Braeutigam, was born May 20, 1903, a few'miles eagt of Fredericksburg,
Texas, She recelived her educatlon in the FTGQGflC»SOUTO Public
School and graduated from high school in 1922, After acquiring =
teacher's diploma she tauvght in the Orabapple Community for two years,
This was quité an experience for a young girl beingz away from home
for auny length of time and although the distance was only twenty
miles 1t was not always possible to come home every weekend, Roads
were not graveled nor paved and many bimes. were impassable,

After two years of teaching, Viola decided to conbtinue her 1
~education by attending the Alamo City Business College in San xﬂuOﬂlO,
Upon oovblecloa of her courses she was emploved as a secretary in
the general office of the Alamo Ivon.Works in San lntonio. .

She spent her first vacation in Los Angeles, California., The
climate, the business opportunities, beautiful parks and wany places
of interest appealed to her no énd and it wasn’* too long beifore she
found employment in the office of the Seaside 0il Company. She
remalned wilth this company until her marriage to Robert F. Krueger of

Houston, Texas in 1939, Mr, Krueger i¢ a native of Payetteville, Texas

and until retirenent in 1967, was comptroller in the Houston

Bank and Trust in the Cltv of Houston. They are now making their
home iun Fredericksburg. Ihe;f only daughter Carolyn Christine, born
dugust 5, 1936 .1is marfled to David Rice, a postal employee in the
~Bellaire Station, Hous ton, Texag,  S8ix children were born to this
unicn; namely, Robert David born July 20, 1954; James illen born
July 15, 1955; Franklin David born AHUQSU 12, 1956; Christine larie

born May 16, 1958; Oylowi Kay born October 12, 1959; and Sharon
Kaye born Mav 22, 1963. MAll are attending public schools in Houston,
TeXos, ‘ ’



" Edwin W. Braeutigam

Bdwin W. Braeutigam, son of Henry and Clara Gold Braeutigam,
was born near Fredericksburg, Texas; November 16, 1905, He received
his education in the Fredericksburg Public School, graduating from
high school in 1924, He then attended Draughans Business College
from which he graduated in 1927, In 1928 he started working in the
accounting department of the New York Life Insurance Compeny in the
South Pacific Clearing Office in Los lngeles, California, In 1932
he became disabled due to an incompleéete atrophy in the left optic
nerve and shortly thereafter he casme back to Fredericksburg to con-~
tinue medical treatment, In 1933 he started the Braeutigam-Frantzen
Insurance Agency with the Southwegtern ILife and Travelers Commercial
Union,

In 1939, Edwin was married to Lillle Crenwelge. He terminated
his connection with the insurance company and moved to Doss, Texas
where he engaged in ranching, Hé remained sctive in this capacity
until he was stricken with asthma ang emphysema about fifteen years
ago. Lilly has been very interested in ranch work and did =
wonderful job of helping to continue the ranching in the family., In
December of 1969 he lost his vision in the right eye. They are the
varents of two children, a daughter June Evon, born June 24, 1942
and a:son, Don Bdwin, born December 26, 1947,

June received her education in the Harper High School, then
attended Southwest Texag Unlversity in San Marcos. Being interested
in secretarial work she attended Nixon Clay College in Austin and
later was employed as an executive secretary in an Austin law office,.
She married Delbert Dean Oehler, who had been a Harper High School
classmate, in 1963, Delbert received his degree in chemistry from
the University of Texas and is now employed by the United States
Department of dgriculture in Kerrville, Texas. They have two sons;
David Dean, Born July 27, 1966 and Bryan Thomas born July 23, 1970,

Don Edwin attended Harper High School and graduated in 1966.
He attended Tarleton College in Stephenville for two years and
presently 1s enrolled in the A, & M, University, College Station,
Texas where he isg working toward his degree in Mechanical Engineering.,

Théyrnbw ﬁdve made thelr home'in Fredericksburg, Where'Lilly is
helping to nurse and cheer up old people, a Job that is giving great
satisfaction to her. v

.

Raymond H. Braeutigam

Raymond H. Braeutigam, better known as "Ray" to his co-workers
and intimate friends, was born June 2, 1913, the sixth child of
Henry W. and Olara Gold Braeutigam. He was baptized and confirmed
in Betheny Lutheran Church., He attended the Fredericksburg Public
School and graduated in 1931, For several years he assisted his
father in operating the family's stock farm, In 19%1 he went to
San dntonlo to attend Draughon's Business College from which he
graduated in 1934, This was the time of the "depression" and after
working in San Mntonio for a while he ventured to Californisa with
his brother Egon who was an employee of the New York Life Insurance




Raymond H. Braeutigam

" Company. in Los /Angeles, Jobs .out there too were scarce and after
visiting and sight seeing he returned to the hill country of Texas
where he again took up farming and ranching and for many years
operated the Braeutigam farm,

In 1941, Raymond married Irene Baag, the only child of Prank
and Ida Schmidt Baag, They made their home in the old Ft. Martin
Scott Officers' Quarters building or better known as the Henry
- Braeutigem home, Their only child, a daughter named Raynette Irene
was born to this union October 5, 1944, She was baptized and
confirmed in the Lutheran faith., She attended Meusebach Creek
School, starting before she was six years old. After consolidation
of the community school she attended the Fredericksburg Public
Bchool from which she graduated in 1962, The same year she ,
‘erirolled in the Nixon Clay Business College in Jdustin and after
completing her secretarial course she accepted a position with the
Secretary of State. After her marriage to Charles Lee Kuenemann
- in 1963 ‘they made their home at College Station where Charles was
attending 4 & M University and Raynette was employed by the
- Department of Agriculture, a position she held for several years.
After Charles received his B.S. and MiS, degrees, the couple
moved “to Ft. Knox, Kentucky where Charles entered military ,
training, Here their 1little son Karl Keith was born October 14,
1967, Charles was one of many boys sent to Vietnam and was
o fortunate to return home after one year of service with the rank of
Captain, They are now stationed in ¥t. Rucker, Alabama,

After Raymond's father died in 1946, he took over full manage-
ment of the family farm and wes known as & diversified farmer stockman.
--He also bought and sold livestock of all kinds just as his father had
done in years gone by. In 1959, the farm was sold to the City of
Fredericksburg and a new life began for the .family, beginning with
the purchase of 2 home in Fredericksburg. He immediately went to work
. for Wm. Cameron & Co. (since 1965 known as N, B. C., one of the
largest lumber concerns in the state of Texas). He worked first
as a driver, later as office assistant and salesman and presently
as yard foreman,

Irene not only washandy to run errands or drive the tractor, she
was very capable in assisting with all chores on the farm such as
dairy work, raising chickens and turkeys. A productive garden and
orchard kept her busy canning and wreserving for later use, In the
summer of 1956 she went to work for the Central Drug Store as clerk and
bookkeeper, After ten years of .employment she is very happy to be a
good homemaker, keeping a pretty yeard, small garden and loves to
sew. She ig very, active in the Holy Ghost Lutheran Church. Both
spend a lot of time at the Baag farm where they ralse peaches and
grow small grain, : -



Harold J., Braeutigam

Harold J. Braeutigam, son of Henry W. and Clara Gold Braeutigam
was bora July 18, 1915 on the home place a few miles east of
Fredericksburg. The youngest of seven children he had the pri-
vilege of being his mother's "little helper? Not only outdoors,.
but indoors as well, Harvest time meant cooking and serving extra
help, cenning and preserving during the fruit and vegetable season,
poultry raising and last but not least assisting in a small dairy.
Harold was a good scholar, he attended the Fredericksburg Public
School and graduated from high School in 19373, Living a few miles
from school his father provided him and some of the older children
with a horse and buzgy, later on he and his brother Raymond had
the pleasure of riding horseback and still later they were the
proud owners of a Ford Coupe, Transportation meant different
experiences some pleasant some unpleasant and one especially is
worth mentioning here, On their way home from school driving their
car east on Main Street a wan driving in front of thew decided +o
make a left turn without ziving a signal, consequently, the boys had
no choice but to hit him and in so doing they turned over,
Fortunately no personal injuries were sustained, but major demages
to car were collected throuzh legal action.

After hizh school Herold attended Draughan's Business College in
San Antonioc and after graduating in 1934, he accented employment with
the National Biscuit Company in San Antonio. On July 14, 1940, he
and Martha 0livia Denman were united in marriage in the Pirst
Baptist Church of Gonzales, Texas, Martha Olivia, better known as
Olivia, is a native of Gonzales, She atiended school in Gonzales,
Baylor College in Waco and Draughan's Business College in San
Antonio and for several years was employed by the Immigration and
Naturalization Service, Federal Building, in Sen 4ntonio.

. Harold's career was interrupted by World ar II., He enlisted

in the Air Corps, Brooks Field, Senm Antonio, October 28, 1942, where
he was assigned to 4ddninistrative work in the Fedical Detachment.

He gerved in the Rurovpean Theatre of Operations 1n England, France
and Berlin, Germany with Headguarters Command, Office of Military
Government. He received his honorable discharge as Master Sergeant
on January 25, 1946, Upon return to the states he resumed his duties
with the National Biscuit Company as 0ffice lianager, In July 1952

he transferred into sales with the company and became a salesman

with headquarters in Seguin, Texas where the family now regides,
Harold and 0Olivia are the parents of a daughter Peggy Jean, born
September 2, 1948 in San Antonio, She received her education in
Seguin and Baylor University., She holds a B, A, Degree in Business
Admwinistration. On 4dpril 25, 1970 Pegay and Clyde Collom Dollens, Jr.
wvere united in marriage in the First Baptist Church of Seguin, Texas,

Harold and Olivia are active wembers of the Baptist church, he
hasg served in wany canacities including chairman of the Board of
Deacons., He is a member of the MNasonic Lodge. As a hobby he
raises Hereford cattle on a farm and ranch they have acquiredibetween
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0ld Homes of Fredericksburg
Frederickeburg Standard
Wednesday, November 16, 1955

Fort Martin Scott
Braeutigam Home Part Of 014 Army Fort

A sweet gray-haired little lady of 82 has her bedroom in an
old jail. Sounds strande doesn't 1t? But that 1s exactly what
Mrs. Henry W. Braeutham s bedroom was used for when Fort Martin
Scott was occupied by "U. S. Soldiers over 100 years ago and later
by Confederate troops

Though few people realize it, the gzreater part of the Braeu-
tigam, house. is a large rock bulldlng that once was the jail, or
guardhouse and. officers' quarters of historic old Fort Martin Scott.
- This oblong building is about sixty feet long and twenty one feet
‘wide. It was the first of a series of frontler forts erected by
the U.S. as the first line of defense of the frontier,

Originally there were three roome in this bu1ld1nq one the
large jail or guardhouse and two smaller officers' rooms. The jail
1s the portion at the south end, and has been- d1v1¢ed by a wood
Ppartition to provide a large cozy bedroom for Mrs. Braeutiganm,
while the inner half of the room became a hall and bedroom. There
"is a small window in each of the outside bedrcom wallg. Outside
‘entrence to this portion is in the hall through a huge door, 1like
which there are two others.

There 1s a small opening in the ceiling in thig hall:-through
which the "boden" or attic Qoace can be v1cwcd. It . is remarkable
to note the aeavy beame used for cross pieces which reveal the
"crude axe marks; and some of the boards unrocn wh 1ch the original
shingles were nqllcd are fourteen inches broad.

Criginal Guardhouse.

Next to these roows which were the original zuardhouse, you
step down into one of the two officers' rooms which is now the bed-
room of Mr. and Mrs. Raywmond Braeutizam who share this house with
his mother. e

The largest of the three doors is in this room, and was the
orizinal front entrano , but now leads intoc the dlnlnv room which
the Henry Braeutigzam's added after they moved here. The third large
door was the front entrance to the bedroom at the north end whlcn
thelr daughter, Raynette now occupies.

These doors are remarkable for several reasong First of 911
they are the original doors put up When the fort was bu11t _and '
they are the larqest and heaviegt we've seen in all of our 'old
home' interviews. The one in the center bedroom 1s three and one- -
half feet wide and seven feet and seven inches hicgh. Even the
construction ie different, in that the two outside panels run the
entire length of the door.

There 1is a door between these two bedrooms now but in the days

of the fort, there was a huge double firenlace in this wall, with an

T



open hearth facing into each room. The flu was four feet acrose and
extended four -feet .above .the roof, however, the fireplace gmoked so
badly that .1t wasg removed, making way for the door.

Raynette's bedroom at the north end also has one window in the
north wall and one in the east wall. The deep recessed window sille
are ldeal spots for potted vplants whlch add a note of cheer during

the winter months
Bolid Rock Walls

The walls of this part of the house are conqtructed of solld
rock, wost of which is eighteen inches thick. The foundation is
even wider, as reflected in the offset on the outside.

The three -other roomg of the house are of frame construction
and were added by the Henry Braeutizams after they moved here. The
kitchen adjoins the bedroom at the north end. Next toit is the large
dining room which opens onto a comfortable gcreened porch. To the T
west of thie, forming an "L" is the largé living room which also
opens onto the porch that runs along the south side of these two rooms.

Now that we've taken our readers through the house, let's turn
the pages of time back to the days when Texas was a RenUbllc, and
trace the history of this house. Although it is located almost three
miles out of Fredericksburg on Highway 290 that was the San Antonio
Road in the early days, but ig now known as the Austin Highway, the
past of this houmse is so interwoven with that of the community, that
it can be included in the seriece on old homes of Fresdericksburg.

Dollar An Acre

It is vart of 3 640 acre survey which wag vatented by the
Republic of Texas to Nathaniel Townsend asg Assisnee of M., .0, Merri-
wether on December 4, 1845. Townsgend sgold the 640 acres for one
dollar an acre to John Twohig on February 2, 1852. John Twohig aold "
an undivided one-half interest in the qurvc:] to J.J.B. Wright who
was a doctor in the United States Army. Perhaps he was once gtationed
at the Fort.

Although Fort Martin Scott wag established on December 5, 1848,
there is nothing on record to indicate that the U.8. Government ever -
owned the land. It can only be surmised that they leased it. Twohig '
wag one of -the largegt landholders in the state, making San Antoénio
his home and -headguarters.

‘The records in ‘the county clerk's office do disclose an
interesting transaction in which the Fort i1g mentioned. On December
27, 1853, apparently after the Fort was abandoned, John Twohig and
Gharles Christian Frischmeyer entered into a leage agreement which
reads in-part as .shown by duotes: "Phe said John Twohia rents leases
and conveys for the term of one year, two houses and 1ota which I
will point out to him (Frischmeyer) at Fort Martin Scott...with the
fields and gardens at and about the same, ag also the kitchsens and-
stables on said-lots...." Frischmeyer to - "have the right and
privilege to cut all needful timber from my adjoining lands for the
purposes of repalirs uwon the sald house, or the fences or other
building upon the premises and for Flrewood He vpaid $50 cash for
the year's lease. Frischmever- 'further agreses and olndq himegelf to
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preserve and protsct the buildings, doors, windows rail and picket
fencee, stables, zates, etc. in and about the place and premises
known as Fort Martin Bcott.

All of which makes you just that much wore curious to know just
what these buildings were that comvrised this historic old fort.
Fragmente of information gathered here and there can be pleced
together to answer one's que«tionc in part, but a good deal must be
left to one's imagination.

In the "Fest Ausgabe" (Festival Edition) compiled by Robert
Penniger in May, 1896, to commemorate the fiftieth anniversary of
the founding of ﬁrelericksburg there are several references to
Fort Martin Scott in accounts written by carly settlers who had first-
hand information.

Soldiers Arrive

Julius Splitteerber relates that in November 1848 the first
United States goldisrg arrived here and founded Fort Martin Scott.
The marker erected by the Btate of Texay establishes the date of
founding of the fort as beingz December 5, 1848. It is poesible that
SDlltthrbbP had reference to a wounted infantry company under
Captain Eastwanwhich B. Blum eaye in the same book to have the first
detachment of U.S. eoldiers ever gent here. They encamped in the
vicinity of the present Fair Park. Soon thereafter Blum says, a
calvary company arrived under the command of Major lMerrill, and
erected the permanent quartergs of Fort Martin Scott.

m
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Both accounts emph ze that the arrival of ths soldiers not
only gave the colonists celinz of security in =o far ag their
personal safety was concerned, but hsre was an opportunity to sesll
gome of their farm and qarfcn vroduce for cash, asg well as a placs
to work ag carpenters, stone masons and lay 1abor rs Also thosse

who had tecame found ecwployment in hauling wood, hay and etonsg.

E3ch]
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Mormon Timbers

While wany of the colonists were engzaged in helping erect the
buildinge, some of them soon found themselves beling replaced by the
Mormons from the Zodiac settlement on the Pedernales who it seemed
worked for lower wagses. It ig highly probable that many of the
heavy timbers used in the buildinzs were gawed at thelr sawmill on
the banks of the river.

That part of the fort which is now the Bracutigam home 1is
nearest the creek. To the north are numerous rock foundations of
buildinge, ths nature of which one can only gusss. The nearest is
the largust and ig thought to have bsen the commigsary. It is
known that thure were several kitchens, a bakery, a blacksmith shop,
stableg, and barns, a powder houss, as well as quarters for the
coldieres which consisted of houses in a row that sxtended towarde
the highway.

The main stablcg for the post were located in 3 huge building
in a goutherly direction from the residence. While plowing in the
1ittle field near here, not too long agzo, Mr. Brasutigam came across




the rock foundation of another small houvs=, ™~ 1. north of the
buildings was the main field for t*-- - wiioa now liesg adjacent
to the city disposal plant.

Drill Ground
Across Baron's Creek east of the | .u_¢ was their drill ground

th
which later served as a race track duriznz the first Gillesvle Jounty
Falirs which were held here and at Fourth of July celebrations.

When the frontier moved wegiwe ... - .o for scldiers here
lessened and the fort wag occupied cul;y - torwittently after 1852,
The Confederates held it from 1861 to 18¢5 and it was permanently

abandoned in December, 18f4,

On March 5, 1870, John Wolfgzang L.uwutligan became the owner of
this land, buying it from John Twohig, ard 2». J. J. B. Wright for
1800 gold dollars. It hag been in thic ramily since then.

The Braeutizams moved here from thuelr fas near Luckenbach,
and their two youngest children were born here. John (Johann)
Wolfgang Braeutizam and his wife, Christine, had eight children who
grew up here. They were August, Anna, ¥rs. Chas. C. Schuchard,
Richard, Emma, Mre. Hardin Runnels, Otto, Emil, Christine, FMrs. ¥W.
W. Corby and Henry W. Brasuticzam.

Fairg - Dances

They made their home in the sturdy old fort building. Up near
the road he built a saloon and small gtore, and between it and the
residence he constructed a large frame building s21d to have been the
first dance hall in the county. This became known as "Bracutigzam
Garten,” an entertainment spot for the community. The dug well waeg
nearest the galodn, and is presently marked by a heap of stonesg tovped
with a huge "Schwellen stein" a larse stone that formed the threshold
of one of the fort buildings.

The oldest county fair in the state, the firegt Gillespie County
Pailr, was held at Brasutigar's Garten in 1881, Here was ample svace
to display the livestock, 2 dance hall for amusement and race tracks
across the creek for the sport that was popular here even then.

Fourth of July celebrations were the outstanding community
celebrations. Dancing started at two o'clock in the afternocon and
the Braeutigam would serve supper for a small charge in their home,
after which dancing continued in the hall all night long. Celebra-
tlons in those days were few and far between, but lasted long enough
to make up for that. o

Braeutigam Murdered

Soon tragedy struck the family, however, for John Wolfgang
Braeutizam was murdered on September 3, 1884, by one wan of a gang
of four who came to his saloon for drinks. As he started to serve
them, one wan whipped out his revolver and asked for the money in
his t111l. Instead, Brasutigam started to reach for his musket that
gtood in the corner, only to be shot by the robber. Since the house
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was some distance away, the robbers took their time takine the small
amount of monsy, and thén took off. The man who committed the
murder was never apporehended, However, one of the ganz was shot by

a ranger in the southern vart of the state during a fracas, one was
shot several years lster in Madon and the third burned to death while
in the local jail.

After his death, several others took over the buginess, however
it wags soon discontinued. The children grew up, married and settled
on places of their own. Henry W. Brasutigam became the owner of this
part of the egtate, with his mothsr making their home with him and
Mrs.SBraeutigam for 27 years after their wmarriage which took place
in 1895, : RO

Once more the o0ld fort re-echoed with the hapry laughter of
children, ae the Henry W. Brasutigams had seven: Hortense, Egon,
Ollie Viola, Edwin, Raymon and Harold.

Henry Braeutigam tore down the old dance hall and with the"
lumber erected a large and svacious barn to the north of the residence
on part of the fort foundations. One of the large doors in the
barn is off the huge fort stables, and has two iron hinges which
are almogt three feet long, indicating the size of the door.

Great chanzes have taken place out here since the early days of
the founding of our city and the establishment of-the fort. Sheep
now browse contently on the grase that is growing among the old
foundations; aflicker shrills loudly in one of the imménse oak trees
on the creek bank, a tufted titmouse sings in a megquite trez in the
warm sunshine, on a niopy November morninz and the tinkle of the
cowbell in the dietance ig a marked contrast to the whir and roar of
high powered automobiles and diesel engined trucks as they traverse
the cross country highway.

Were thege travelers to gtop for a moment and read the inscrin-~
tion on the marker srectcd by the State of Texas near the <ate next
to the highway these worde on the marker might stir in their
imagination a picture of long azo.

"Site of Fort Martin Scott

Establisghed by the U. 5. Army December 5, 1848 as a protection
As a protection to travelers and gettlere against Indian attack
Named in honor of M=zjor Martin Scott,

Brevet Lt. Col., 5th U. 8. Infantry

Killed-at-Molina Del Rey September 8, 1847
. Its garricson particapated in many Indian cskirwigheeg

Occupled intermittently after 1852

-Held by Confederates 1861 - 1865

Permanently abandoned in December 1846."




Then ag NoOWae.swse
ANNUAL FAIR WAS OUTSTANDINJ GO&MUNITI EVENT

The following article was written by G. C. Callan, now of
Waghington D. G., who spéent his early 1life in Glllecble uountj and
below relateg his recollections of early Falrs.

- The first Gillespie County Fair was held in 1881 and it together
with other early Fairs, was held at the old Braeutizam place, some 2 1/2
mileg below town on the Austin-road. The place iteself was remarkable
as an example of what may be dccomplished by a lone wman with the will -
and the ability to build somwething out of the ordinary. .

The fair grounds were incloged at the front with an artistic
picket fence and at the sideg a nd back with a wire fence. Thosge were
the glorious "“horse and bugay" da]c and as one turned off the wain réad
one drove 1nto a gpacious lot where there was ample room to park all
kinds of buggies, carriages, spring wagons, covered wagons, etec.
Pedestrians entered through a wide zate in tne “10 et fepoe and found.
themselves immediately under an immenge arbor or "Laube" These arbors
1n"them8ﬂlves were veculiar to Gillegpie County and every farm had such
a "Laube" : V

The Braeutigam arbor extended from the bar on the right of the
entrance to the large pavilion on the left and back to the cattle .
inclosures covering at least half an acre of ground. Many tables were. .
- scattered around under the arbors where thoge who had made a tour of. =

the zrounds rested their weary feet, while sipping delicious "Pabst" ~
or "St. Louils or Schlitz" beer.” On the vavilion were arranged all
kinds of exhibits of handy work of men and women.

Tallors exhibited suits of clothes, boots and shoemakers exhib-
ited fancy boots, and sgolid enduring shoes, gsaddlers and harnhess makers
competed with one another for prizes in thelr arts and housewives
exhibited the products of théir own arte - cakes, bread, preserves,
jellies, etc. and much fancy work, quilte, embroidersd t ble covers,
lace~work etc.

In the cattle nens were exhibited some fine animals, the finer
breeds in those early daye being limited toc shorthorns or Durn"m
Herforde¢. and - Jerseys had not yet made thelr anpearance. Bergthre
Poland-China, rand quster White hoge were ghown, gome of them of
enormous size. In the poultry yvards ”Dlvﬂoutn Rocks" had just bezun
to make an apnearance. -

Fine horees and mules were shown. The first ”Perchons" had just
been introduced into the county. No thoroughbreds were shown until
after the Morrigs Ranch wag established, Even w1thout thoroughbreds
there wag good racing nearly every day of the fair. he races were
held to the rear of the old Braeutlwam place, which wag almost the site
of 01ld Fort Martin Scott, on a atra1gbt~way stretch across Baron's
Creek. Most of the racesg were usually held here in the form of mateh
races at a distance of 200 yards to a quarter of a mile, The betting
was heavy but was governed more by sentiment than by judzement,

Many fast horsces were chown on that old o uarter of a mile stretch,
For several years the racing was dominated b] a beautiful sorrel from
the Squaw Creeck nelgkbornood known as Mundt's Sorrel. Later John
- Klearner brought a beautiful dark brown horge, trained by a Willow



Creek celeobrivy, Jeff Brashears. For a geason or two thie horse was
.unbeatable. Later he was taken into cam» but not at the Fair grounds,
Dby Carl Feller's bay mare from Tivydale. This race was run at the
Morris Ranch track and was very exciting.

The horses, both eold bloods finished almost heads anart, the
mare winning in 24 1/2 seconds. Both were in the hands of f ine
~trainers, the Feller mare being trairied by Ben Lockeley of Brady,
and ridden by one of hig e6ng; =z boy welghing no more than sixty-five
‘vounds and eleven years old. &

Somewhat later came the "Gounty" Free-for Alls™ in which any
pony ralsed in the county, and not a thorouzhbred, could comnete. It
wag one of these races that was witnessed by John A. Norrie the foundep
and owner of VMorrig Ranch, and as to which he remarked after five
horses had finished heads avart, "The boy who rode the winner would
have won on any horse in the race." The boy who rode the winner was
Max Hirech =nd the winning horse was a cold ®l.ooded pony raised by his
uncle Henry Neffendorf. That race was the beginning of Maxie's brill-
iant career as a jockey. After the racing was finished that afternoon,
John A. Morris called on Maxie's father and when he left Maxie had
been engaged to ride for the Morris Stables for five yearg at a pitfully
small galary. Of course, Naxie was not vet a finiched jockey but he
learned faget and during his third year had ridden the hicshest percentage
of winning mounte in the U. 8. Morris, was a multi-villionaire,
Pregident of the Louisiana Lottery, owner of 2 breedine farm in England
and another in Maryland, near Frederick, and owner of largze acreage
near New York City, known as Morrie Park, that hag since bsen incor-
porated into the city. Maxie, with increacing age and weizht becare
too heavy to ride and drifted from rider to trainer snd his guccess in
the latter field has become legend.

The only other svmort seen at the Fair in those days wag an
occagional footrace. These races were usually matched and differed
greatly from track events as we know them today. Most of them were
between semi-progs who would travel from Fair to Fair and rake eide bsts
on the outcome. Usually the race would be held over a distance from
100 to 150 vaceg and judzes with a cord, ac today, would catch the
winner at the end. The starts were really sogmethinzg to write about.
The Starter and the ones who ran would line Up varde behind the
starting line and then a2ll three would start runnine with joined hande.
When they reached the starting line the starter would yell, "Go' ang
release the runners.

Another eporting event of the Fair was the target shooting,
The Gilleepie County Mounted Rifles, gung of 5€ calibre, sinzle shotsg,
were used., The cartridges were lonz and carried a rather vowerful
charge of powder. Shootinz distance was 200®%0 300 vards and great
fun wag had when the rookie tried shooting the latter distances from
2 8q uvatting posgition and was kicked head over heals. No nrizeg were
given but a ecors of €0 out of a 100 entitlzsd one to & Marksman's badge,
70, to Sharvshooters Balze, and it was deglenated =as an sxtra High
egcorer in those days when Thiele bovs from Klein Frankreichand Sylvester.

On the final afterncon of the fair the biz vavilion was cleared
of exhibite and dancing bezan which lasted until the e~rly hours of
the next day.

nost, deservinzly pop-

Mr. Braeutigam wag a grand and efficient
1led with grief and

n
ular. The whole county was ghocked and fille
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indignation when he was murdered by a nelghboring bunch of outlaws,
all of whom were finally brought to justice by a Ranzer, Charlie
Baird. : Lo

"I doubt not" Callan stated concluding his sketch of the early
Fairs, "that the fairs of today are far more magnificent than they
were in the beginning" . They are bigzer and better fairs in a way
but I do not believe that the young people of today have more fun 2t
thelr falre than we had as youngsters of the middle elzhtles.



FQONTIER TIMES
Killing of Mr. and Mpe. Henry Kensging
By LeOnagd Pagesmore

It is a well conceded fact that Texas has never had a better class
of immigrante than the Germars. For generations in their own land
they had been compelled to zet their liv1n@ from the sgoil, thereby
acquiring habites of thrift and perseverance. From the days of Frederick
on, they had practiced most rigid economy, by which.they had arfsen
from a petty kingdom to one of the five Ireat Powerg :of Europe, But
- Gerrany had been crowded and many of her people longed to g0 to some
place where there were greater nossibilitieg of bu11dipa up homes
supplied with the necessities of 1life for themselves and boaterity.
From the time stern old Frederick had sent 3eneral Washington'‘a sword
with the inscription, "From the oldest general in the world -to the
“bravest," they had 1ooked with hopes and desires to Ameried. From the
time that a strong appeal was sent to the Powers of Europe, asking for
an interference in the cruel warfare waged by the Mexicansg after the
virtual close of the Texasg Revolution, the Germans bezan to see the
pos 81b111ties awalting them in the broad and ungettled domain of Teya

In about 1846, a body of those horest song of toll bade adien to
the escenes of thelr childhood, and with their wives and children came
to geek new homes in the Wlldq of Texag. They were led hither by one
Baron Von Meusebach, a man well educated and withial well cuited to be
a leader of wen., In fact, all'in the 1ittle company possessed a fair
knowledgze of the ulemeﬁtarv branchés- of learning, due to the excellent

gy etem of compulsory educa tlon in the Fatherland. Such a claes of
people could not fall to build up the resources and incresce the
wealth of our Lone Star.

Landing near Indianols, the immigrants orocured oX wazonsg which
they loaded with the cuhﬂllea and 1molem¢ntg they had taken with them
on thelr voyaze, and slowly wended their way towarl the interior of
-our falr state. All who eaw the spinnine wheels high nerched unon the
plunder and saw the knitting-needles of the worthy 01d- damesg being .
plied so deftly as the women Journevcd along, could not:well refrain
from extending a welcome; for the five V1rtues of this heonle -
industry, perseverance, economy, order and patlience were exactly what
were needed to be suspended from the five points of our star as mottoes
of success to our own worthy sons.

Most of the immigrants settled at Fredericksburz. At first they
suffered many severe narushl_p, the worst being a lack of bread. Vany
times their sufferings were almost equal to that of the Puritans
when they dealt out the five kernels of corn. When wagong arrived
with meal it was divided among the lmmigrants, each using his nart as
sparingly as he could in order that it mlﬁht not be exaauuced before
the arrival of sowme mor "At one time," eaid Henry Nueller member of
That memorable party, wc were entirely out of bread. Some qoldlers
were stationed at Fort Nartln Scott, Thef allowe¢ us to pilck uvp some
graing of corn about their "Encampment. But thege harighivs did not
lasgt. Prosperity bsezan to smile unon the aumbTG toilers and the circle
of ite wagnitude has been widening ever since. With pros~erity came
satisfaction. The friends and loved ones acroesg the gea were written

" to and told of the wonderful ophortunltlea awaiting them in the far

West.

There was not much at that time to be feared from the Indians,
They had shown no gigne of hostility. The Germans had sat with them




in council, and with them had smoked "the pipe of peace." When the
lands were belng surveyed, the Germane took with them Indian guides
who proved themselveg harmlieses and faithful.

Other immigzrants continued to come: The ¢ld round church was
built, and in 1t were sunz the gongs which before had echoed from
“"Die Kirchen im Faderland," Rezardless of hardehips these pioneers
were harpy and did not wish to return. They desired to stay, take
the oath of allegiance and help build up Texag. They would bhecome
American citizens. The tongue trained to sinz, "Die Nacnt am Rhine,"
they would accustom to sing “M"The Star Spangled Banner."

In the course of a few years some made their homes a little farther
west. Among these were two brothers, Charles and Henry Kensing. The -
former settled on Squaw Creek, at that time a beautiful bola—flow1ng,‘
little stream, which wended 1ts way through the hills uniting with
‘Threadgill Creek the two forming Beaver Creek. There lived near
him Gonrad Mund, H. Welge Sr., and nie aged father, also John Dietz
.and a few others. From the ‘peculiar shape of a llttle mount on the .-
east side of the creek, this was called the "Platt Kopf" or "Flat
Head Settlement." A little lower down was another, which by the pious
people composing it, was called "Canzan." There 11veo in thnis
community, Philino Buohmeyer, Fritz Winkel and a few others. Still
lower down on Beaver Creek wag another settlement, composed of
William Gelstweidt, Rev, Pluennecke and others. It wasg among these
that Henry Xenging made his home, on what is now known as the Apel
place. He wag a blackemith by traie and he and Frltz Kneese ran a
blacksmith shop tozether.

The Indians, which were at first so docile, at last became furious.
The settlers were in constant danger. They were afraid to leave
home lest they find their familieg butchered on their return.

One BSunday morning, Henry Kenq1n£ and hig wife went to vigit his
brother at "Platt Kopf.! It was dangerous to do so, they knew. They
feared mogtly for their children whom they left alone, but they were
living near MP. Geigtweldt and others, and did not deem the danger so
gregt. The trip was a business one, and necegsitated their zoinz.

Nr.. Kensing had that morning borrowed fifty dollars from Mr, Geisgtweidt.
If my information is correot telling him of his financilal circumstances,
and the business directly oalling him a®ay.

Some gay that on hie way to his brother's, Kensine and hies wife
stopred at Canman and that he and the piougs peovle there had a little
prayer-meeting; but from the fact that Rev. Pluennecke was the only
minigter in this country, of the Methodist order, and was away at
the time, makes it avnvear this is a mistake. Tﬂe distance from
"Oanaan" to "Platt Kopof," was about five miles, throuzh a rouch,
plcturesque country. On the way no signs of Indians were geen. It
wasg a beautiful day in spring, in the year 1863, The valley was full
of fragrance and freshness, How like some they could recall which
.they had spent together in their old home across the sea.

.. But the time of parting had come. Before the two brothers were
hardly aware, the sun was low in the western horizon., Calling his wife
to make preparation for returning home, Henry in the meantime
hitched up the team. Soon all was in readiness, and "Goodbye" - the
lagt .good-bye - wag sald. Right quickly the aged couple gped along
the road which led around the little mount, Platt Xopf and down the
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- slant beyond. Suddenly they found themselves confronted by a Bind of
“"Indians. Putting the whiv to hig horses the man éndeavored to get
away. With nostril's extended and a 1lock of terror in their eyes, the
horses eped down the hard glant; for they were friszhtened at such
vigorous strokes of the lash and the sound of other hoof beats beside
thelr own in their rear - made by the ponies of the Indiane! who were

in close pursuit. :

At last the wagon was brought to a2 halt, ani a déspeyate:étruggle
for life ensued on the part of those within. The exact -¢circumstances
of it all, we have no definite way of knowing. From ‘Indications it

£ 1s sald to have appeared that in the struggle, the wan 2nd wife became
-~ separated -~ probably torn asunder by the overpowering cavages. The

husband was killed in a most brutal manner and scalped. The woman

was dragged away some distance, and treated too shameful to be told

of in these pagesg, after which che was shot with an arrow, scalped and
left, no doubt, for dead. But she rallied to an extent sufficient to
regain consciougness. She did not, however, possess enough strength
to stand on her feet. ) '

After leavinz the woman's body the eavages proceeded to the wagon,
and cutting the harness to pieces, took such parte as suilted their
Tancy, and departed to the drawe beyond. “Whether they were ever seen
any wore in the settlement at that time I do not know. This much,
however is certain, with the two gory scalps dangling from their girdles,
they preseced on to other parts where’ they could zratify their blood-
thirsty natures upon other innocent victims, ‘

Think of what a scene that was! There lay in the little vale near
"Platt Kopf" a husband in the  cold embrace of death, while near him
wag his PYogom companion, faint, bleeding and only sufficiently conscious
to realize the fearful tragedy and to utter a prayer for her children
in the 1ittle homwe in Beaver Creek, who were at that moment unconscious
of"the fact that they were left a little bunch of orphans in an un-
friendly world. But such are the uncertainties of mortal exlstence.
At a time when one feels that life is sweet, he may be made suddenly
aware that his skies are darkened. '

In some way or another, the gettlers around Platt Kopf becane
aware that some calamity had befallen their friends and a party went
out to search. Following the wazon trackse they soon arrived at the
scene of the tragedy. Seeing the wagon, they were apprehencive that
their friends had been wurdered. Soon the body of the man.was found,
-in the condition before described. Then a diligent search was made
for the woman, but she was not at that time diccovered.” It wag thought

hattehe was taken into captivity. Taking up the body of the man,
thesparty returned, and made vreparations for ite burial. Before doing
g0, however, it wags decided to return to the scene of the tragedy and
make further search for the woman'e body,

Looking about in the thick brush which was near, the party at
lasgt noticed something that appeared to be waving back and forth,
much like the fluttering of a handkerchief in the breeze. Going
nearer the men discovered that it was a handkerchief in the wéman's
hand, and had been ghaken for the purnose of searing away the flies,
which were endeavoring to settle upon the gzory head. It appears
that it had besn in the pocket of her dress during her struggleg, and
though faint as the poor woman wag, ghe thought of it, and took it out
for the purpose menticned.




‘ Approachlng and looking into the pitiful eyes of the sufferer,
one of the men said in her own familiar tongue, "Is that you, Mrs
Kensing?" Faintly and with much effort she reolied "Where is Henry’"

"He 1s all riznt," they said, "but rot able to come to you." Thus
they tried to evade te111n~ her of his awful fate. '

.. .The poor, wmangled creature was taken to the home of Charles
Kensing and tenderly cared for in the best way poseible under the
exiqtlnﬁ ¢ircumstances. In the meantime Vr. Theodore Wiedmann, who
wag worklnq for H. Welge at the time, was dispatched with 211 possible
naste to inform the children and neighbors of the unfortunate couple,
of the fearful tracedy. The poor little orphans were frantic with
grief. Their pitiful cries could be heard for a long distance, and

hey wrung their feeble hande in agony. -

Some of the nelqnbors - I 1d not learn who - took the children
over to their uncle's, that they misht take a last look at their.
father before hig burial, and that thev might view their mother in
her euffering condition, and by thelir vresence cheer her in the hour
of death. It was Dlalnly seen that the good woman could not live.
Juet what the mother gaid when the 1ittle ones aonroached, I do not
know; but knowing the deep feeling of a mother's love, I am promnted
to say that ehe pressed their soft hands, and stroked their innocent.
foreheads and prondbunced upon them an undying benediction of love.

Not “far away from the gscene of thé trameav a grave wag dug, aﬁd
in it was congligned the rewains of the dead man, hig wife being made to

believe all the time that he was still living. Quite a crowd assembled L

to adminigter the lasgt qad ritesg, and many were the tears ched on the
Occasion. Each one felt, as the clods fell upon the coffin, that it
was a matter of but few &aVQ ti1ll the same gad duties must be aamlnis—
tered to the dead man's comvanion, and so it was.

The next day it was reported by those who had been go carefully

administering to Mre. Kensing, that the woman wag worge and could live
but a few hours. That evening, I think it was, she died and wae tdgken
away and buried beside her husband. Long had they been in life together
and now were they put side by side in the land of silence. Today two
lonely graves near the bacge of "Platt Kopf" ie all there is to tell the
people of that region of the horrors of frontier life. The birds in
QDrlngtlme pour out their music and melody over the same little vale
gtnat once resounded with the echoeg of weeping and despair.

The surviving brother, Charlie Kensing, later moved to Threadgill
Creek in Gillesvie county. There he bouzht a ranch and accurulated a
nice little fortune which he and his dame enjoved to a ripe old age.
Often has the writer heard him say in his guiet manner of speaking,

"Thoge early days were days of guffering on the frontier. People now
do not know what hardships are."
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Wilburn P. Kensing, P.0O Drawer O
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und Frau

Alice Sauer, Dogs, Texag 78618
Sehr verehrte Frau Sauer, Sehr geehrter Herr Kensing!
Da Sie beide die gieichen Daten und Angaben suchen, erlaube ich mir
Ihnen in 2leicher Weise zu antworten: |

Die Eltern sind
Georg Christian David Kensing, geb. 6.6. und

Henriette Bremeier, geb. 2.5. und det. 6.5.1792.
Belide wurdeng getraut am 10. 11. 1816 in Beber.

Sie hatten folgende Kinder:

Heinrich Friedrich Ludwig K.,geb.6;6 und get . 16.6., 1820;
Johan Friedrich K., geb. 11.11. und get. 17.11.1822;
Dorothea Friedrich X.,gzeb.11.11

Heinrieh Friedrich Xarl K.,geb. 3%0.7. und get. 10. 8. 18 28;
Justine Loulse Charlotte K, geb.26.11 und get, 2,12, 1831,

Die Eltern wohnten in Hamelspringe. Dort sind such ihre
Kinder geboren., Der Vater war Schmied und Anbauer, dag heigt:
er arbeitete in der Landwirtschaft.

Uber die Vorfahren der Eltern war in unseren Kirchenblichern
nichts zu fin@en.

DasNachsuchen in den alten Kirchenbuchern nichts zu finden.
Handschriften nicht leicht. Darum bekommen Sle die Antwort auf
Ihre Anfrage auch erst jetzt, Bitte, haben Sie dafiliy Verstindnis

Mit herzlichen Grliszen aus der Neimat Threr VOrfahren bin

ich
Y Ihr

Wilﬁelm Svrenvel
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NOTES OF INTEREST

In den Kirchenbuchern finde ich folgende Fintragungen:
l, Valentin Johann Brautigam geb,206,1.1791 in Kalmtenlengsfeld
verheliratete sich am 31,1.,1815 mit

Marie FElisabeth Pfeifer geb. 16.12.,1795 in Kalmtenlengsfeld
2., Der Bohn Johann Wolfgang Brautigam ist am 16,.3.1829 geboren

in Kaltenlengsfeld, getauft am 17.3%.1829.

1

Mrses Chester W. Geue states "Re Braeutigam and Brautigam: these are
the same, for,this reason: In German the name is written with an
umnlayt - the a,ls the same in Bnglish as ae. Other umlauts are ue
for u; oe for o, Braesutigam is the English form, and Brautigam is
the German form,"

Terry G. Jordan, Ph. D. contributed this: Kaltennordheim and Kalten-—
lengsfeld are about 2 miles apart. he former is a town, and the
latter is a small farm village, Both lie today in Communist Bast
Germany, only a few miles from the Iron Curtain. Thgy are in the
province traditionally known as Thuringia (German Thuringen), and

in 1845 (at the vime of emigration of your ancestors) bthey were

both in the small independent state of Saxe-Weimar-Eisenach., Only

in a very general sense can this be referred to as Saxony. Thuringia
i1s more correct. Bavaria lay only a few wiles away (beyond what is
now the Iron Curtain).
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Undexr Aﬂaa E1 se Bfaev tigam Mr, ,Hugo E, bohuohard 509 gawn'
Drive, Shav@ 0 Park, ‘San Antoni "iekas, diedn FrlcaJ, Novenber
27, 1970, ina Seén Antenio ‘Hospital &t the age-of 87 years,

. e aa . s S - N VoL
Under Christine Elise Braeutigam Mr, Charlie-Lorby pdssed
away December 12, 1970 and ¥Mrs, John William Corby died on,,
August T5; l,?O," BEIEE o Tk i L

Under B0 - Henry Bfaevclmam Miss Annie Brdeutigam passed. on
on Noveaber 7, 1970. She wasg laid to rest in the Frederlc1s~
burg City Cemetery., Bebtty Jean Minton TLuckenbach passed.:

away on December 5, 1970,
















