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Johann Wolfgang Braeutigam

Born: 16 March, 1829 in Kaltenlengsfeld, Germany.
Baptized: 17 March, 1829

Married: 1 September, 1850 in Fredericksburg, Gillespie
County, Texas.®

Died: 3 September, 1884 in Fredericksburg, Gillespie
County, Texas.*

Buried: Der Freidhof Cemetery in Fredericksburg,
Gillespie County, Texas.

Justine Louise Charlotte Kensing 5

Born: 26 November, 1831 in Hamelspringe, Hanover,
Germany.

Baptized:

Died: 18 October, 1924 in Fredericksburg, Gillespie
County, Texas.

Buried: 19 October, 1924 in Der Freidhof Cemetery in
Fredericksburg, Gillespie County, Texas.

Johann Wolfgang Braeutigam was born 16 March,
1829 in Kaltenlengsfeld, Germany. Wolfgang was the third
child of Johann Valentin and Maria Elisabeth Pfeiffer
Braeutigam.
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Christine Kensing Braeutigam?

Probably sometime in 1845, Wolfgang's family made
the decision to immigrate to the Republic of Texas. After a
long journey of approximately three months, the
Braeutigam family reached the coast of the Republic of
Texas. After a long stay in Indianola, the family was
transferred by wagon and foot to New Braunfels. Later the
family was one of the first families in Fredericksburg.

On December 12, 1847, the men of Fredericksburg
and the surrounding area petitioned the state legislature to

form a new county to be called Pierdenalis’. Wolfgang
Braeutigam's signature along with 149 other men's signature
may be found on this document. The legislature agreed and
formed Gillespie County on February 23, 1848, in honor of
Captain Robert Addison Gillespie, an officer who was
killed in the Texas-Mexican War.’ Fredericksburg was
named the county seat. This allowed official business to be
performed in Fredericksburg and not travel the sixty miles
to San Antonio.

Wolfgang received town lot #564 located on present
day Ufer Street (later called Peach Street) and his mother,
Maria Braeutigam, received town lot #395 just north of him
on Creek Street.

In 1848, the Texas Legislature renewed the Fisher-
Miller grant and certificates. The heirs of Valentin
Braeutigam (Wolfgang's father) received the 640 acres of
land on certificate number 222.% This entitled the heirs to
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the land in the Giddings district (later known as
McCullough County). Valentin's land was in sections 560
and 561 in Giddings District 3, about 20 miles northeast of
the old San Saba Fort. Wolfgang received 320 acres of land
on certificate number 756.since he was at least 17 years of
age when reaching Texas.” Wolfgang's land was in section
1235 in Giddings District number 3, about 2.5 miles north
of the old San Saba Fort.

In 1850, Fredericksburg had a white population of
672.10 Wolfgang would marry Christine Kensing on 1
September, 1850. Christine was born in the Province of
Hanover, Germany on November 26, 1831. She came to
Texas with her parents in 1845 on the ship Gerhard
Hermann'!. Her mother and sister died in Indianola of
Cholera. In 1846, her father, Fred Kensing, two brothers,
and herself, moved to Victoria where her father started a
blacksmith shop but died before completion. The remaining
three children came to Fredericksburg in 1846™,

Wolfgang and his wife, Christine, were living with
Wolfgang's sister, Anna Hopf, probably on Creek Street. ™3
On May 12, 1851, Wolfgang Braeutigam became a citizen
of the United States.” On May 30, 1853, Wolfgang sold his

320 acres of land for $20 to a Mr. A. F. Wrede.™ Because
of the many Indians in McCullough County, Maria
Braeutigam traded her certificate of land for a saddle.
Wolfgang Braeutigam and his mother bought 99 acres of
land on Drei Kricken.°

By 1860 Fredericksburg had grown to almost 1200
people and the county white population to 2703
Wolfgang Braeutigam and family lived at Grape Creek, just
southeast of Fredericksburg. By then the Braeutigams had
200 acres (21 improved and 179 unimproved) of land for
cattle, swine, wheat, Indian corn, and sweet potatoes.18
Wolfgang and Christine had five children by 1860, with two
dieing at an early age.

In 1861 Texas voted to secede from the Union, but
Gillespie County voted 400 ‘against' and 17 ‘for' the
secession.” This prompted many anti-German feelings
throughout the state. Most Germans did not volunteer for
the armed services of the Confederacy, but some would
volunteer hoping to stay near home and help with Indian
defense.?’ On 16 August, 1862, Wolfgang Braeutigam is
listed as voting for a Brigadier General for the Texas State
Troops (a sort of Home Guard for Gillespie County).21
Wolfgang is also listed as a private of the 3rd Frontier
District, Company C, of the Texas State Troops serving for
8 days at $2.00 a dagl. Wolfgang enlisted on 14 April, 1864
in Gillespie County. 2

By 1870, Wolfgang still had 200 acres (55 improved
and 145 unimproved) of land for cattle, swine, wheat, rye,
Indian corn, oats and sweet potatoes.23 In March, 1870,
Wolfgang bought 640 acres of land closer to
Fredericksburg. This land included the abandoned Ft.
Martin Scott.

Johann Wolfgang Braeutigam

During the 1870s Indians were still a major threat to
the citizens of Fredericksburg and the surrounding area. On
November 1, 1876, a petition was written and signed by the
men of Gillespie and Blanco Counties to ask Texas Ranger
Captain McNelly for a detachment of men to be place on the
border of Gillespie and Blanco Counties because "the State
of our Society is such that we need an extreme degree
assistance to maintain law and our rights..."24 Wolfgang
Braeutigam was one of the men who signed this petition.

The 1880 Agricultural Census list Wolfgang
Braeutigam as having 640 acres (45 improved and 595
unimproved). Wolfgang also had:

Horses 8
Mules 8
Milch cows 6
Other cattle 6
Calves dropped 6
3
330
150
196
1
3

207 fleeces @ 400 Ibs
Swine 25
Poultry, Barnyard 36

Eggs produced in 1879 (dozen) 150
8 acres of Indian Corn for 30 bushels
6 acres of Wheat for 65 bushels

10 acres of cotton for 2 bales25

The 1880s also brought the first County Fair of
Texas to Gillespie County. In 1881 Wolfgang Braeutigam
had the first Gillespie County Fair on his land.?® Close to
present day Highway 290, Wolfgang and his family built a
saloon and a small store. Between the two buildings, he
built what is said to have been the first dance hall in the
county. This was known as "Braeutigam Garten".

In  September of 1884, three men entered
"Braeutigam Garten" for refreshment. One man demanded
Wolfgang had over his money, but Wolfgang refused and
reached for his rifle instead. The man shot Wolfgang dead.
Wolfgang's youngest child, Henry, was the first to find his
father. Wolfgang passed away on the 3rd of September
1884.

The family ran the fair and "Braeutigam Garten" for
several more years before finally selling all concessions and
closing "Braeutigam Garten".

Henry Braeutigam would later inherit the Ft. Martin
Scott property and his mother Christine would live with
Henry and his family until the first part of 1923. Christine
moved in with her daughter, Mrs. E. Schuchard until

Christine passed away on October 18, 1924.%"
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Children:

Johann August Braeutigam 25 November, 1851 - 13
August, 1916.

Heinrich Braeutigam 25 January, 1854 - (?).28

Emma Sophie Braeutigam 17 January, 1856 - 23 April,
1858.

Anna Elise Braeutigam 9 December, 1857 - 27 February,
1929.

Richard Valentin Andreas Brautigam 3 December, 1859 -
27 March, 1927.

Emma Sofie Marie Braeutigam 18 January, 1862 - 4
February, 1932.

Otto Heinrich Paul Braeutigam 8 September, 1864 - 6
February, 1944,

Max Felix Braeutigam 10 January, 1866 - 5 August, 1884.
Emil Braeutigam 11 February, 1869 - 20 August, 1929.
Christine Elise Braeutigam 23 May 1871 - 4 July, 1959.
Henry Wolfgang Braeutigam 9 March, 1874 - 26 October,
1946.
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Document from The State of Texas to Wolfgang Braeutigam
authorizing transfer of 320 acres of land in virtue of the
Colonization Contract of Fisher and Miller with the President of
the Republic of Texas

Johann Wolfgang Braeutigam pg 13



The Braeutigams of Fredericksburg, Texas since 1846

U.STATHS OF AMERICA.
STATE OF TEXAS, i ENOW ALL MERN BY TERESE PRESEN TN —

COUNTY OF COMAL.
B 7 e //f‘wéfw one of
e cm?rmk enlroduced as & colonist under o cortain contrat ‘f colonizalion endered efion

- lebween the ..%w;e_rwmzﬂt ::/(ﬁfa @%a{/x ef&&a.{ and drg‘mry F. Fssher-and. :‘ﬁ a&éa—, ki
% '}?rs}ry date the ot d;ay a/ﬂ/x(om&r, A D, /9;’1’-3, and o:y the datia ad«:{?fea/ and

Mot ot

4
T

/,’::g?érna( @ the Gaman Emigration and Railucad Company, do Ly these frresants ace
..Z{f;»,.-ztg,( and declase, that F arrived in Tezas on board the Zx‘.__jb@

4 S fort of g_c,.u_,Z::) on the 74@'
,,4; of ,}M A D184 S and that by virtue of said cobbnication
Ir;:;tzanﬁ Fam 1&.7 yg)m*wmjwff‘_ﬂd enditled

tofs conddional grant of T boner Fcsostice at) et z:;;,;* acres of land.
Mo o it hncom, dht F th i %ﬁ"‘:?’ %M{ymﬂ) oA
5" these fircoents accopt e same upon s terms and cnditions in the said cotenization condsact ]
% st forth and cntsined, and I do for mysed, my hiis and administators, in considomatin, s ios il

of the tronble and capinses of the said Company, fad for hansfiortation and olhersoiae, adeo

in considoration of One Dollar &6 me in fand fraid by th said Company, the receipt

Y

Lo

w{m?f F o ﬂ”en&;/ a:é;wwﬁéx, and n ,&g;;rar;a;!e:a r?’ the /wr-omlmbvz ;rmskcz’ & me in e

said colonizalion comhact, (A':-y these fucoents wetease, mr}m and set over wunte the sacd German

rg)mg;mkbn and Pailoroad %mﬁd}zy, the me:t{:zo;! r/ the said ;/ZMM;[/:D ﬂ
. adxey lfﬂlﬂ‘? 4‘“-’ é“*—ﬁ’b QD J%Hmr(o

of land, together with all my right, olaim and intoest, of, i and out of de same, in fo
smpile. I witness wf‘ffrez;/, I have foreunto set my fand and sool? @ way ?’ scal, this
%TZ‘;?Z«,,‘D day of oA 4D 43% o g
oy g A4
Bitnesses, W’ﬁ "7 21@ h‘-”?‘““" p

A et )

219

Document from the State of Texas authorizing the transfer of 320 acres of land.
Note the date of arrival to Texas — 18 December 1845. Also note the signature of Wolfgang — he is still
writing in the old German method — the “W’ looks like an “M” and the ‘B’ looks like an ‘L.
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Transfer of land to the heirs of Johann Valentin Braeutigam
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Petition asking for Texas Ranger protection against Indians in Gillespie and Blanco Counties.
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Obituary notice for Christine Braeutigam (in German)
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The Murder Of
John W. Braeutigam

Mr. Wolfgang Braeutigam, or John Braeutigam,
as he was commonly called, was the owner of a
place for entertainment located about two miles
from Fredericksburg on the San Antonio road.
He was a well-liked person and was about 55
years of age at the time of his unfortunate
experience.

On September 3, 1884 four strangers entered
his establishment and asked for some drinks.
When he served them the drinks, one of the men
drew his revolver and sought to empty the money
chest. Mr. Braeutigam, who was a courageous man,
reached for his musket which was standing in the
comer when the robber’s bullet struck him
fatally. The money till contained only a small
sum.

Since the business establishment was located
some distance from the nearest residences, it
enabled the perpetrators to escape unmolested.
One of them was shot by a ranger in the lower
country when he resisted arrest. Another was
delivered to the local jail and met with death
when the jail was destroyed by fire. A few years
later the third one was shot to death above
Mason and the fourth one, presumably the one
who committed the murder, a fellow named
Fannin, escaped.

7

The Murde_r of John W Braeutigam, pg. 79, Fredericksburg, Texas. The First Fifty Years,
A Translation of Penninger's 50th Anniversary Festival Edition by Dr. Charles L. Wisseman, Sr., 1971.
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Headstone of Max Felix Braeutigam Headstone of Wolfgang Braeutigam
Der Friedhof Cemetery Der Friedhof Cemetery
Fredericksburg, Texas Fredericksburg, Texas

January 10, 1866 — August 4, 1884 March 29, 1829 — September 3, 1884
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'Photo courtesy of Christine Luckenbach, Luckenbach,
Texas.

%ibid.

*Volume 1, Page 1, Marriage Records of Gillespie County,
Fredericksburg, Texas.

“The  Murder of John W. Braeutigam, pg. 79,
Fredericksburg, Texas. The First Fifty Years, A Translation
of Penninger's 50th Anniversary Festival Edition by Dr.
Charles L. Wisseman, Sr., 1971.

*Justine Louise Charlotte Kensing Braeutigam was
commonly known as Christine Braeutigam.

®Texas State Archives, Austin, Texas.

"The Handbook of Texas, Volume 1 and 3, The Texas State
Historical Association.

8German Immigration Contracts, Texas General
Office, Austin, Texas.

%ibid

%Census of 1850. Gillespie County had a population of
1235 white persons and 5 slaves.

1 Pjoneer's in God's Hills, Volume 1, pg 250, A New Land
Beckoned, 1844-1847, Chester Geue. pg 108.
“Fredericksburg Standard, Fredericksburg, Texas. October
25, 1924. NOTE: other sources list Christine's fathers name
as Georg Christian David Kensing--The Bremers and Their
Kin in Germany and in Texas by Robert R. Robinson, Jr.,
Volume II, pg. 831.

Byvalentine and Anna Hopf received town lot #396 located
next to Maria Braeutigam town lot in Fredericksburg.
Pioneer's in God's Hills, Volume I, pg 263.

YGillespie County Courthouse, Fredericksburg, Gillespie
County, Texas.

German Immigration Contracts, Texas General Land
Office, Austin, Texas.

®Drei Kricken is also known as Grape Creek and later
known as Luckenbach.

YGerman Settlements in Texas, R.L. Biesele; Census of
1860.

181860 Production of Agriculture Census in Texas.
“German Settlements in Texas, R.L. Biesele.
“Fredericksburg, Texas During the Civil War and
reconstruction, Masters Thesis by Frank W. Heintzen, 1944.
2131st Brigade, Texas State Troops folder, Texas State
Archives, Austin, Texas.

*’Dallas Public Library.

21870 Production of Agriculture Census in Texas.
#November 1, 1876 McNelly Petition. San Jacinto Museum
of History. LaPorte, Texas.

21880 Production of Agriculture Census in Texas.

%®Annual Fair Was Outstanding Community Event, G. C.
Callan.

*"Fredericksburg Standard, Fredericksburg, Texas. October
25, 1924. NOTE: The paper list her daughter as Mrs. E.
Schuchard, it should be Mrs. Charles C. Schuchard.
®Heinrich Braeutigam died supposedly when the family
was still in the Luckenbach area. He was buried there with

Land

his sister, Emma Sophie, and his Grandmother, Maria
Pfeifer Braeutigam. Heinrich does appear in the 1860
census, but not in the 1870 census.
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