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Manifold
Problems

On Arnval

Kurt Kiotzbach of Dort-

mund, editor of one of West
Germany's largest newspap-
ers, visited in Fredepicks-
hurg several years ago, and
wag interested in the history
of early settlers who came
‘Yiore from Germany. ’ .
" He discovered a letler in
the Dortmund City Archives
and tranglated it, sending a
copy to the Fredericksburg
Standard. The letter is re-
printed here, almost in its en-
tirely, because it gives uc.nr
a revealing light into the life
of the colonists who settled
Fredericksburg 125 years ago,
the hardships they faced, the
problems theyv overcame, and
of the faith and confidence
they had in the future of
this land.

Mr. Klotzbach, in his Ul.mh
remarks concerning the writ-
er of the letter has this to
say about him:

“Karl Koehler and his
wife, Chariotte, nee Jaeger,
and their  children, Karl,

Charlolte and Edward, came
to Galveston on the ship Jo-
hann Dethardt in 1845, This
letter was written to a friend
in Dortmund, Germany, I
found it in the Dortmund
City Archives when I gearch-
ed for further Westphalians
who immigrated to Texas 120
years ago. .

"Koehler was a voox_c_:m.ﬁ
by  profession, lived in
Kreuzburg (Sachsgen-Wei-
mar), but worked for some
time in Dortmund, Westpha-
lia, probably at the Wochen-
blaty fuer die Stadt und den
Kreis Dortmund that printed
part of his lelter in August
1846."

Koehler's letter follows:

4 * * »
Galveston, February 1846.
Dear Friend:

If I should follow my
intention to write you only
from my place of destinativn
(Fredericksburg) [ guess you
would reccive this letter very
late in summer for our trip
goes so slowly thal we are
still staying al our landing
piace after ecighteen weeks.
Therefore I can’t help writing
to you now su you will quiet
down at our fate,

Since 23 December 1845 we
have Dbeen quartered here
after a very Jucky voyage.
From Bremen, Germany, we
went by steambuatl to Bretle
where the Johaun Dethardt
with which we were to make
the voyage lay in the roads.

Ont October 7 we went un
hoard of the brig JOHANN
DETHARDT (under Capt.
Luedering) in Bremen. On
Oct. 9 we set sai] and stayed
n Bremer Haven up to the
11th October when the Cap-

tain and Dr. Hiile (Ser ‘ary
of the Verein noS e
deutscher Emnwender m X-
us) arrived. Qur ship v 5 a
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Reucfte Nadbridhten aus Tegas.

Satoefton, im Februar 1546,

LBerehrter Freund!
(Sdup.)

®aloflen, wo ich audy jegt aufbalre, viegt
didgt am Weere und i nur wenige Fuf Ober
bem Meered!piegel arbaben. Die Sladi Wt fibe
woeitlaufia gebaut mit breiten Eitrafien, aber
obne Pflaffer. Die Hdufer {ind aus leiditen,
geldynitienen Batlen aulgeflber und mit Bretr
tern bellefdet; feloft das Dady bat Brettgiegel,
Ule Haufer feben aut yioei bis brel Suf hoben
Plablen, wai o nidvt filten i, dafi bev Sturm
Yie Fluthen bis auf die Witte dey Infel reibr,
waé erfl vle vorige Wode ter Holl war. Jes
bed Haus ifl eln Kaulbaus, denn hier Lebt Ales
vom Hantel, und man findet Dberall dic reich. -
ften Waarenlager, tie an Glvqany ven bejien
turopaifden nidyté nadaeben. Gafbdufer, prof
und Mein, qicbe ¢4 i WMenae, an gemirhised
acfelliges Beben, wie ber ung, it aber darin
widit ju finden. Alcs gevt, fommt und ldre
met, obne fid um ven antdern pu bebltmmern;
voit Komvlimenten ynd Dutabnehmen wetfi man
nihts, Feder bAlE {ih tewm anbern gleid) und
tordeet gleiche Diddfigye.

Dor Ameataner G audnchmend HoMid)y und
acfalligs Iy babe fo vivie Wawteift davon ¢ry

fabren, taf id) ¢85 nidyt genug riguwen tann.
Eabft ven ber niedrigen Slaffe der Neger uno
Wutatten muf ey divfes fogen, beren Yoos bao
weitem micbt fo fdhlimm ft, alé ¢4 bei uns
aubaefdricen wird,  Guropiifdie Dienfiboten
haben e felten fo gut, wie an Neger ber fers
nan Heeen, von dan e oft wie fin Famitens
glied bebandelt wirt.  Die Jahl der Sdhwaryen
ift bier fsbr grof; man fient den pangen Tag
viele detlelben ju Plad, e qrefien Rdrben
unter dem Heme. im faufenten Gatopp herum
veiten, unt bie Bedhrinifle ihrer Herren angu
faufen over Wefleliungen u beforqen.  Rles
reitet oder fdbrt, ifl 0er WBeg audy nody to
tury  Gin guter Sllave wird oft mit 1Yy
dhalern begabdit,

Aul aben Srrofien fieht man dad lieke Bier,
Plave, Sdpverne, Hunde 1. Tag und Wadt
hecwmbaufen s an €rallusigen ot Lo qu benlen.
L aange JInfel hat Tvinen Feltlau, und dient
o que Mete ted qahlecrchen Kinterches, wile
due gum Sdladiien befiimmt ifl. Divies wiro
ven §letfdwrn von ter Weade, obne verberar:
aangene Wafl, gor Sdladitbant aetrivken Jm
Dandfdhnitt werten bier widientiidy 40 — %0
bl geidladiet, §ie 10 Gent, tann man
4 oPrand §ledfdy cebatten, weldies einen wird.
Pistiidhen Shidimad bat

Lie Mibmglotten befichen bier in 1

Dollar

KOBHLER'S LETDER, as it appeared in part, in the Dortmund Wochenblatt in Ger-

many in their issue of August 15, 1846. The English ‘translation
Dortmund newspaper editor, for the Fredericksburg Standard

its entirety in this issue.

of Kurt Klotzbach,
is published almost in

smail one, but very solidly
buiit and » quick sailing boat.
Lt was partly cupperplated
and well furmished.
Altogether  we were 137
passengers, lying in the be-
tween-decks and five in the
cabin. We Kreuzburgers got
pernusson {rom Captain Lu-
edering Lo divide our quar-
ters inty a special compart-
ment where we were very
well accomodated ag only 26
persons belonged to our
Lreuzburg group. The ship's
crew consisted  of Captain
Lucdering, a very upright
man, the steersman, and se-
ven saiiors, all merry people
who alwayg avoided insulting
any of the passengers.
None of the sailors ever
got a single drop of brandy
during the voyage because
the Captain  belonged lo a
temperance society, On Qc-
tober 11 we started from
Bremer Haven and reached
the North Sea the next day.
A gale was blowing and
nearly ail the passengers got
scasick within the next twu

hours, but I remained im-
mune,
It took ug five days to

cross the North Sea, then we
passed the channel between
France and England. IHere

we had rather a bad wing

N::._ very oflen we sailed
quite close {g the English
shore. On Oct. 2] we entered
the Atlantic Ocean, From

here on our voyage became
rather  monotonous.  Unti|
West India  we met only’
three ghips, a Spanish one
that lost her right course and’
that was shown the right way
by our Captain, g North
.P.Bmaoms ship that Jay along-
side .our's and the American
Captain had a long talk with
our* Captain, and ap English
battleship. On November 21

we reached West India (In-

dies) and the next day St.

Domingo (Haiti) which coast

was  surrounded by high

mountains,

On November 23 we saw
Cuba as we passed it closely.
Here we were becalmed and
forced to stay at the same
spot for three days. At the
same time it wag so hot that
we gcarcely could bear it be-
low the deck. Finaily our
voyage went on and we were
much delighted to spot land.
We believed that it was Gal-
veston. A thick peasoup fog
spread down go we could not
make oul anything. The Cap-
lain had to drop anchor. Af-



ter two days the gky cleared
up and we saw St. Louis, the
west end of the jsle of Gal-
veston.

Now our voyage went on
quickly and on December 7
Galveston was in front of us.
Until Dec. 12 we had to wait
for the pilot, finally he came,
We sailed towards the port
where we were caught by a
sandbank shortly afterwards.
Fortunately the weather was
calm and with the help of
some Galveston sailors we
got loose after some trouble
at night and a short time la-
ter we entered harbor. Two
yeargs ago the English ship
VICTORIA gank on the same
sandbank; all the passengers
were rescued, but all the
freight and baggage were
lost.

Galveston waag s0 over-
crowded by immigrantg that
the “Verein” did not know
where to accomodate us. Un-
til December 23 we had to
stay on board. On this day
we could leave thanks to
providence and our brave
Captain. He wasg Eclr« of
consideralion as there is a
great difference between ship
captaing. Most of them are
brutal and rough and 1 nocE
name gome ships the capbaing
of which bear a bad reputa-
tion. Among all ships of the
“Verein" the JOHANN DET-
HARDT is above all praise
respeoting food and treatment
of the German immigrants,
The captain helped untiringly
all sick passengers with his
ship's dispensary. So it hap-
pened that nobody died on
our ship whilst on our convoy
ship, EBERHARDT, five per-
sons died.

In Galveston we were all
acoomodated in a storehouse
where you could not stand it
despite your best intentions.
In two small departments 137
persons were pressed with
bag and baggage. You hardly
could stand, not to mention
how to lie down. So I and
some others packed our
things and moved out again.
I got a lodging al a German
restaurantkeeper's until I had
rented quarters, The nice
fellow did not want any mo-
ney for food and accomoda-
tion. At the time being I am
still in the first rented lodg-
ing where we are very well
accomodated.

But in the storehouses of
the "Verein” they have to
lead a life than many cannot
bear. Insufficient shelter
against frequent rain and the
jcy northwind cause yellow
fever and dysentery and he
who i able looks out for a
better lodging at his own ex-
penge,

There are now some 3000
immigrants here and in In-
dian. Point (now Indiangla),,
the npext town on’the conti-

nent/ ‘there "are about™ 2000

lying under tents. How the.
“Verein” thinks to ‘support
such a mass of people until
they are able to help them-
selves puzzles me, Many of ug
worry about our support in
the first year,

From here the immignants
wil] be taken, by turns, to
Labaca (Lavaca) Bay by =.n-
tle ships and have tg remain
in Indianola until everybody

gets his turn of transport.
From 80 to 100 covered wa-
gong with 700 {o 800 persons
start at one time to the col-
ony. Those who have to be
left behind have to wait until
the wagons reburn, and it
generally takes six to cight
weeks on one way of 45 Ger-
man miles, These slow trans-
ports cauged great losg to the
colonigt who had to spend
the money whilst they were
waiting. for the wagons. If
we had started immediately

"after our arrival we would

already have been at the
place of our destination. It

seemy e “Verein” hag made
more promigseg than they can
keep despite their best jnten-
tions. But they had not reck-
oned with such a mass of im-
migrants. 8000 Germans and
10,000 Americans, ag well ag
other nations, demand a lot
of thelir livelihood,

We cannot reckon on a
harvest this year. The sow-
ing must be done in Febru-
ary, but instead of that we
are wasting our time in idle-
ness. Sixty men were intend-
ed to go ahead to the new
colony of Fredericksburg as
ploughmen. 1, too, had been
registered. But on the point
of going they told us that we
had to leave our families be-
hind, and each of uy had to
pay for his food himself. So
we all declined.

Prices for food have in-
creased congiderably and if it
goes on in this way, the “Ver-
ein” will fall on evil times
as they have to supply the
immigrants  with food until
they get to the colony. Where
we ghall get it then only the
Lord knows. Here we have
ample food. Daily I receive
four pounds of fresh meat
and some additional food.
Bread we have to buy our-
selves ag we have to take
care of wood, light, etc. All
thege things are rather ex-
penglve,

For about four weekg the.
foreman of Baron Iwansky
(Splitgarben) lived with us.
He ordered hig brother to go
ahead o New Braunfels. Last
summer he settled there with
500 acres. This gentleman
gave ug exact Information of
the situation in this part of
the country. That part of land
purchased by the “Verein”
belongs to the most fertile
and nearly all kinds of Euro-
pean fruit grow very well
there. The land, a “pasture
in waves,” can easily be cul-
tivated and all plants and
fruit grow of themaselves. A
diligent famlly are in a po-
gitlon to secure their living
free from care. For idlers,
nevertheless, there will not
be any favorable conditions,
and Splitgarben assured us
that “no other sickness has
spread more among the colo-
nistg thlan the fever of idle-
ness and brandy.”

As Jong as the German far-
mer hag atill gomething to the
"“Verein's” credit, he demands
and demands and scarcely
works, and when he has got
his money he tears his hair
and Insults the “Verein.”
That is generally the reason’
that most of the seottlers in.
the colony of New Braunfels
are hostile towards the “Ver-

ein” for the latter neither
can nor will accept their
shameless claims. Ingratitude
is the way of the world!

But there are also honor-
able exceptions. I have met
colonists who succeeded in
life and who talk of their fa-
therland  with great love.
These people have always
encouraged ug that we would
be successful, too, If we will
be diligent and perservering.

The foreman Splitgarben, a
former Prussian Lieutenant
of the Hussars, was so kind
to let me know about the
letter he had written to his
family members. He advised
his brothers to come over
still this year as there would
not be any better land in
the wonld than Texas, but
that one could surely foresee
that immigrants who would
only arrive jn the course of
next - year or Jlater would
have to pay a lot of money
for the land they would
now gel without payment,
“He who waits until every-
thing has been put straight,
will be late.”

The hardships of a long
Journey and voyage will pass
away quickly, We do not
think any longer of those
hardship sand our whole
family has completely recov-
ered from the trip. I my-
selfl feel al] the better for the
journey, The land trip which
we are now going to start,
we shall undertake in fine
weather. Winter soon will be
over and spring is the finest
season here during the whole
year, Our town of destina-
tion is Fredericksburg, a re-
gion that is said leaves noth-
ing to be desired with res.-
pect to lovliness and fertility,
but has not been cultivated
vet and is situated about 65
German miles from Galves-
fon.

Please warn all immi-
grants of the silly idea to
take domestics or laborers on
their own cost to Texas. A
servant and a maidservant
who I hired in Germany have
long since been off and
away,

And don't bring goods in-
stead of cash money to Tex-
as. You can't sell them here
except for a loss, because all
things abound here—toolsg of
al] kinds are of a quality and
perfection we don't find
them in Germany.

Everybody should provide
himself in Germany with
clothing and shoes, especial-
ly men shouid buy durable
leather trousers and boots
which you wungently need
here. Actually, you should
bring all things with you
which you need for farm
work, A good German plough
is equivalent to a dozen
American ploughs which are
no good. A saddle costs $25
to $30 and nearly all leather
goods are so expensive you
are hardly able to pay for
them,

Among craftsmen, first of
all, cabinet makers find work
and earn a lot of money.
Among the immigrants are
about 40 who work in Gal.
veston, cartwrights, black-
smiths, saddlers, carpenters
and tanners. e who has the
money to establish a brick



works, distillery or brewery,
can work up to a rich man
within a couple of years, but
he would do wel] to bring all
iron and copper containers
and pots with him from Eu-
rope.

Nobody shoulld be discour-
aged about the danger of a
voyage. We experienced two
big storms in the West In-
dies, but our ship, was a
good one and even when
everything was at sixeg and
sevens, we Joked up to HIM
and trusted in HIM who al-
ways had guided us and
showed us the right path.

There is no reason to fear
the Comanche Indians.A man
of determination who never
voluntiarily exposes himself
to a danger need not be
afraid of them, The colonists
live with them in good neigh-
borliness and the Indiang
fear them 'more than vicé
versa,

Galveston where we are
now glaying is situated close-
ly to the ocean and only a
few feet above sea level. The
houseg are built of light, cut
logs and timbered with
boards; even the roofs have
wooden tiles (shingles). Al
houses have been erected on
2 to 3 feet high pales for
it often happens that the
storm driveg the floods to the
middle of the isle as it was
the case only last week. Each
house is a store, and nearly
everybody lives on trade.
Everywhere you find stocks
of goods in abundance which
are not inferior to those in
modern Europe.

There are a great many
restaurants and saloons, but
what you do not find here is
a social and comfortable life
as you do in Germany. All
people ocome, go, and make
a lot of noise, without taking
care of their neighbors. Cour-
teous compliments and hat-
lifting are unknown. Every-
body puts himself on a par
with his fellowmen and de-
mandg the same respect.

The Americans are very
polite and obliging people. 1
have a lot of proof so that I
cannot praise them highly
enough, Even of the low
class of negroes and mulat-
toes I have to say this. You
may believe that their fale
by far is not so bad as il is
said in our country. Euro-
pean servants scarcely have
so good a time as a negro
spends with his master who
treats him very often like a
family member, There are
a lot of negroes here, the
whole day you see them rid-
ing on horseback, carrying
baskets under their armg and
galloping through the town
to do the shopping for their
master, All people ride on
horgeback or on carts and
wagons, even if they have
only to cover a shorl Q_m_-
tance. A good slave often is
paid for with 1000 Thaler.

In the roads you see by
day and night horses, pigs
and dogs rambling; scarcely
will you find any stables. The
whole isle serves as pasture
for the herds of cattle, inten-
ded to be slaughtered. With-
out fattening they slaughter
them, generally 40 to 50 ox-
en per week. For ten cents

you can buy four pounds of
meat which has a slight taste
of game.

All things are very expen-
sive here and have fixed
prices. The Americans don't
like to bargain. In small res-
taurants a supper costs a
quarter of a dollar, in big
restauranls a half dollar; a
botitle of beer 10 to 20 cents.

Wine is of good quality, a
bottle of "hock” (Rhine
Wine) costs 10 cents, brandy
is also expengive and very
strong.

Tobacco i3 cheap, one
pound 10 cents, cigars are
rather expensive. American's
seldom smoke tobacco, they
prefer chewing tobacco. As
sober as most Americang are
at home, in the saloons they
become drunkards. There are
a great many saloons here,

For five cents you gel a
well-prepared breakfast or
supper. Soup Americans do
not like. Potatoes and meat
are their favorite dishes.
Meat mostly is served under-
done. Coffee and tea ig serv-
cd with each meal. The wa-
teris very bad for there fis
not any other than rainwa-
ter, The Americang here mix
it with brandy. Very often
I have been longing for a
good glass of German beer
or water. Instead of beer
I drank tea every evening
and am quite okay with it
Galveston wag built up only
ten years ago. Before this
time the whole jsle was
waste and void. Now the
town has 400 to 500 houses
and about 5800 inhabitants
and is constantly increasing
in number. Just now they
are building 40 more houses
and the work lasts the whole
vear through. There i3 & big"

wime and go. About 25 to'

30 ships are always berthed
in the harbor. Four steam-
boats regularly go to Houston
New Orleans, and other
towns during a week. The
ship traffic is increasing.
Last year they counted 31 im-
migrant ghips. Unfortuna-
tely there ig still one missing
that put to sea from Bremen
at the beginning of Novem-
ber. Up to now they have
not received any message.
(Klotzbach's note: probably
#Mhis was the Nahant which
was wrecked by a severe
storm on the English coast.)

The weather is very mild.
I{ there is no northwind, it
is as warm as in summer in
Germany, but as soon as the
sun gets it becomes cold,
Torrents of rain we have got-
ten now and they are very
much appreciated for a bar-
rel of water costs from 75¢
to $14n summer. In the gar-
dens roseg are in bloom, let-
tuce and radishes are to be
had in @ fresh state during
the entire winter, but vege-
tables are rather expensive,
For 10c you can only get as
many potatoeg as you need
for salad. Oranges and bit-
ter oranges (was he refer-
ring to lemons?) are abun-
dant and my children get
them a3 a pregsent very often,
Police or authorities you
don't sece here, bul that the
police don't sleep we have
experienced very often, Short
work is made of criminals
and the delinquents will be
punished on the spot,

At last T will tell you of
our own matters. Up to now

we have not—thank God—
fallen ill. We like Texas
very much although I have
no work to do. I went to
much trouble to find a job
as a bookbinder. Last week
I was offered one, but I was
paid so poorly that I have
lost all liking to continue my
profession. A1l merchants
deal in bound books of all
kinds. Therefore 1 can hard-
ly earn anything. Among this
masg of immigrants it is very
difficult to find a job at all.
The daily wages have been
reduced by this circumstance
and many of us can't get
work despile their best in-
lentions,

With lesg than $100 a fami-
ly cannot undertake the trip
from Galveston to the colony
on their own cost. This week
finally we shall get our turn,
but probably have to stay
still some time in Indjanola.
Fortunately now you can
bear it under the tents. I
have bought a tent for $4.50,
a corn mill which ig very
necessary for $6, and a corn
pot for $1.50. Prices for
draught animalg have increa-
sed enormously. One pair of
draught oxen cost $40 to $60,
while mustang horses are to
be had for $6 to $10.

For many colonists it wil]
be impossible during the first
years to buy draught animals
provided they undertake a
iong trip to get them. He
who can afford it, may bring
a light cart with him, They
will charge you $100 for a
bad cart here.

At the beginning of this
year Texas has been admit-
ted into the Uniled States of
North America. All immi-
grants who arrived here be-
fore Ist January, 184G, im-
mediately got their oitizen-
ship, So did I. Those who
arrive later will receive their
citizenship only after five
years,

I must not omit the follow-
ing remark: immigrants
should not believe that they
would need only enough
money to get to Bremen and
naot for the further journey,
This is a great error. A fami-
ly need at least $100 until
they arrive at the colony.
The dong stay iin the seaports,
the buying of all the neces-
sary things you don't think
of at home and the long trip
by wagon train requires a lot
of money so that not much
will be left.

He who hag little children
hag to be prepared for many
hardships. In the same way
it is not advisable for old
people to emigrate provided
they have grown children
who can work for them.

Girlg keen on marrying go
off like wild-fire, provided
they Have not yet been ‘deco-
rated by some gray hair,

As to the seasickness I
remained immune. I wonder
if I now will get instead of
seasicknesg the so-cailed
“American sickness,” a se-
vere fever after which the
entire skins seem 4o peel. But
I fee] as merry as a grig (a
gay, lively person), and far
better in the New than in
the Old World and up to now
I have not regretted to have
sought after a new Father-
land. Very soon one becom-
es accustomed to new habits.

the consoling

18

star that shines ahead on our
way through Texas.

Qur hope

Sincerely,
Karl Koehler.



